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Polk County CPPC Team Meeting
Tuesday, March 20, 2012
4:00 – 5:30 p.m.
Polk County – River Place
Attending:  John Bivans, Kendra Malone, Morgan Streeter, David Palmer, Rachel Johnson, Bill Wright, Kodi Baughman, Tonya Sloan, Vincent Kelly, Lacey Smith, Kiersten Cooley, Teresa Burke, Linda Danielson, Pam Gumm, Rosalind Scoggins, Joseph Klipping
Welcome and Introductions

Allison called the meeting to order at 4:10 p.m.

AKO Abdul-Samad, a representative at the statehouse, joined the meeting via Skype.  

Alyson explained CPPC and the purpose of the shared-decision making meetings.  Everyone went around the room and introduced themselves.

CPPC Spotlight:  Iowa Department of Human Services, Social Work Administrator Mike McInroy
Mike shared a “DHS 101” presentation with the group.  He explained what happens when someone reports child abuse to DHS.

There are two types of reporters:  mandatory and permissive.  Reporters who by law are not considered mandatory reporters will be considered permissive reporters.  Mandatory reporters are required to report if they believe child abuse has occurred during the course of their job.  These mandatory reporters will be notified if DHS is going to investigate the allegation and they will receive the outcome of the intake, if it is unconfirmed, confirmed or founded.  

Three things have to be included to have an intake:

1.
A child.
2.
A caretaker – this is not always a parent.  This can be anyone who is responsible for caring for a child.  Mike did point out that school teachers are not considered caretakers.

3.
Allegation of abuse.

There are approximately 900 calls a month of alleged child abuse in the Des Moines Service Area, 700 of which are in Polk County.  On average, 48% of these are investigated, which corresponds closely to the national average.

After a call is received of alleged child abuse, DHS has 12 hours to decide what to do with the information.  Mike explains that several factors go into DHS deciding whether to investigate.  Each case is carefully reviewed on a case-by-case basis.  

If the case is assigned to a worker, the worker has a set amount of time after the initial call to respond based on the risk involved.  If there is believe to be imminent risk to the child, they have one hour to respond.  In most cases the children are in no imminent danger, therefore, the worker has 24 hours to respond.  If the child does not have access to the perpetrator, the worker has 96 hours to respond.  The worker has 20 days to complete the assessment.  
Assessment workers can have confidential access to the kids.  For example, they can talk to them at school.  This is beneficial in most cases as the child is usually away from the abuser.  The worker talks to the parents within a reasonable amount of time, but the parents are not required to talk to the worker.  
Types of Findings:

Unconfirmed:  No abuse has occurred.

Confirmed:  Minor, isolated, not likely to occur again.  DHS only sees this status; this finding would not be visible if someone were to do a background check. 
Founded:  There is a preponderance of evidence that abuse has occurred.  

Approximately 33% of the cases are confirmed or founded, which is comparable to the national average.  Typically, DHS will side with the child in almost all cases. 
Corporal punishment is not considered child abuse.  The Hildreth ruling says that reasonable discipline is acceptable as long as the discipline is consistent and conducted without emotion, sadness or anger.  Corporal punishment should never leave a mark if conducted properly.  If the child is bruised or in any other way harmed, then the corporal punishment becomes child abuse.
The Pedatory ruling says that chronic meth users should not be parenting children.  In these cases, DHS is able to remove children without proving the parents are abusing the children.  This ruling is not applicable to any other drug.  

Basically, two questions have to be answers:  Did abuse occur and what is the ongoing risk?
There was a lengthy discussion about the social workers’ caseloads, how that has changed over time and how DHS is dealing with the abundance and distribution of cases.
Polk County Decat Spring Projects

Spring Projects were awarded as follows:

1.
Young Women’s Resource Center’s Connections and anger management/impulse control support group for $2,500.00.

2.
Child Abuse Prevention Council to support their HOPE! Drama Troupe in the amount of $4,100.00.

3.
Bethany Christian Services for a Fatherhood initiative: Parenting Education for Fathers for $5,000.00.

4.
Wisdom Beyond Words, Inc. for their Be Unleashed Incentive at $4,500.00.

Polk County Decat will also be hosting a grant writing training and a mediation training to all of our providers with these spring project dollars.  More information will be forthcoming.  
DHS will be hosting Effective Black Parenting training at Polk County River Place May 7 – 11.  It is a five-day program.  This is a nationally recognized training that has never before been presented in Iowa.  Polk County Decat would like to offer 11 scholarships to local providers.  The cost of the program is approximately $1,000.  This is a train-the-trainer program.  The providers who receive the sponsorships will be asked to conduct two parenting class sessions within a year and provide feedback.  

CPPC Update

Rosalind Scoggins shared the support that MYFI gave to the Rosa Parks performance at Moulton Elementary.  
John Bivans shared that Kid’s Fest was fun and he had a good time working the spin art.  Rachel Johnson mentioned that she thought the free spin art offered by CPPC was a great idea given that another booth was selling spin art just a couple of booths down.  She also liked that CPPC and Mecca were able to share a space.

Rosalind shared that she is putting together a first-annual CPPC Spring egg hunt at Evelyn Davis Park on April 7.  She is looking for donations and volunteers.

Community Announcements

Prevent Child Abuse Iowa is holding their Light of Hope event on April 19 at Blank Auditorium at 7:00 p.m.  A candle will be lit for every child that has been abused in Iowa in the past year.
Polk County Substance Abuse and Addictions Workgroup will be having their next meeting on April 9 from 1:00 – 2:30 at 1907 Carpenter in the media room.  The speaker will be Jeff Bark from Teen Challenge in Colfax.

Rachel Johnson shared that she will be speaking at The 35th Annual Governor’s Conference on Substance Abuse on April 3 from 10:45 – 12:15 on Problem Gambling in Minority Populations.  The conference will be held at Veterans Memorial Community Credit Union Convention Center. 
David Palmer shared a handout regarding The Incredible Years Parenting Groups starting once again.  The classes will be held March – June.  

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.  The next meeting will be held Tuesday, April 17 at 4:00 p.m. at Polk County River Place in Conference Room 3.
